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I-70 and Mid Rivers: Bad Now, Better Later

By Mike Dyer, Staff Writer

With the increase of population
in the western St. Charles County
in the past decade it is no surprise
that I-70 has seen an increase of
traffic in both east and westbound
lanes. The Missouri Department of
Transportation (MoDOT) has been
handling this issue with an empha-
sis in safety for commuters travel-
ing through St. Charles County.
Before construction began, the
congestion at I-70 and Mid Rivers
Mall Drive in St. Peters was
deemed dangerous enough by

MoDOT to warrant a new inter-
change, constructed by Millstone
Bangert Inc. This new interchange
will open next month with im-
provements for anyone exiting or
entering I-70 at Mid Rivers Mall
Drive for work, shopping or just
heading home.

According to MoDOT more than
60,000 vehicles utilize the stretch
of I-70 from Mid Rivers Mall
Drive to highway 79 on a daily
basis and the congestion in the area
is a direct result of the number of
people exiting at Mid Rivers that
extends into the highway during

the evening rush hour. The solution
will be the first Diverging Dia-
mond Interchange (DDI) in St.
Charles County. Utilized to combat
traffic congestion issues in France,
the DDI lowers the amount of time
between stop signal cycles. This
set up “is an efficient way to move
traffic when there [are] a lot of left
turn movements” said Tom Evers,
MoDOT Area Engineer for St.
Charles County. With a DDI inter-
change the stop signals work in
unison to 

SEE I-70 page 3

Interchange improvements will be completed by end of November.

Regular bumper to bumper afternoon traffic. Photo by Mike Dyer.
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By Scott Theis, Editor

On Oct. 1, the health insurance
marketplaces or exchanges opened
to the public for the first time.
Those unable to afford or qualify
for quality health insurance plans
previously now have a chance to
buy insurance on these exchanges
between Oct. 1 and March 31 dur-
ing the open enrollment period.
Starting in 2014, everyone must
have minimal health insurance or
be fined by the federal govern-
ment. Anyone under the age of 26
and who is currently a full time
student still has the ability to get
insurance through their parents.
But for those who don’t qualify
under those conditions or want
supplemental coverage there are
three ways to sign up for coverage:
through the mail, online, or with
the help of a certified enrollment
Navigator. 

The easiest way for our tech
savvy generation to apply is to en-
roll online at http://www.health-
care.gov. It’s there you will be
required to set up an account using
an active email address to gain ac-
cess to the exchanges. Then you
will be able to enter all required
information to find out what types
of coverage you can receive and,
more importantly, their cost. If you
would like to get a general idea of
what the cost will be without en-
tering any private information, the
website has a premium calculator
tool. The premium calculator will
not take detailed information to
show you those prices and will not
include any available price deduc-
tions through tax credits and other
government help.

For those who prefer the help of
an actual person through this
process, you’ll need to find a certi-
fied enrollment Navigator. To find
a Navigator in your area, visit
http://www.localhelp.healthcare.go
v. These Navigators will take you
step-by-step through the enroll-
ment process and will be able to
answers all your questions.

Now, let’s go over what the
plans cover. Every plan, other than
what are called catastrophic plans,
is required to cover the following
according to the website: 
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The Launch of Insurance Exchanges

Spring Registration is right around the corner

By David Demarco, Staff Writer

It’s that time of the year once
again. Coming up on Oct. 21
through Oct. 25, registration for all
current and returning St. Charles
Community College students will
begin. Open registration for stu-
dents not yet enrolled will begin
the following week starting on Oct.
28. Registration will run through
Jan. 15 with tuition due on Jan. 13
at 7:00 pm. The final day to regis-
ter for any class will be January
17. Anybody registering past the
Jan. 13 tuition deadline will be re-
quired to pay their tuition upfront
upon registering for classes.

There are two simple ways to get
registered for classes. Appoint-
ments are the most effective
method as you have the ability to
have questions answered and get
important information while a
counselor will help walk you

through the process. Appointments
can be made online by visiting
http://www.stchas.edu/appoint-
ment. When on the page click on
desired day on the calendar, select
the time and answer the demo-
graphics before finalizing the ap-
pointment. Walk in appointments
are also available starting on the
week of Oct. 21. 

The second choice is doing it on-
line. By visiting the St. Charles
Community College webpage at
http://www.stchas.edu and signing
into SCC Connection you will be
able to view the index of available
classes sorted by subject, day and
time. After deciding you may offi-
cially register by clicking on Stu-
dent then Register for Courses.

Remember all courses are first-
come, first-served and every class
has a limited amount of spots.

“ambulatory patient services,
emergency services, hospitaliza-
tion, maternity and newborn care,
mental health and substance use
disorder services, including behav-
ioral health treatment (which in-
cludes counseling and
psychotherapy), prescription drugs,
rehabilitative and habilitative serv-
ices and devices, laboratory serv-
ices, preventive and wellness
services and chronic disease man-
agement, pediatric services, includ-
ing oral and vision care.” These
services are covered for each of the
four plans above catastrophic
plans.

Now, there are five levels of in-
surance you can purchase on the
exchanges: catastrophic, bronze,
silver, gold, and platinum. The cat-
astrophic plan is intended for
young, healthy adults who do not
need a lot of coverage. These plans
are also referred to as high de-
ductible plans because you will
pay everything or nearly every-
thing out-of-pocket until you reach
your yearly deductible. Those de-
ductibles start around $5,000 and

can be upwards of $20,000. These
plans are genuinely only so you
can get in to see a doctor, get pre-
scriptions for non-chronic or recur-
ring illnesses, or so you’re covered
in emergency situations. The other
plans cover everything listed above
and cover a certain percentage of
your costs starting at 60 percent
with the bronze plans, increasing
by 10 percent with each level, up
to 90 percent with the platinum
plans. This means that you will pay
the remaining 10-40 percent of
your costs. And starting January 1,
no insurance provider will be able
to deny you coverage or charge
you more for pre-existing condi-
tions.

For anyone who is already cov-
ered by some type of insurance
that meets minimal standards in-
cluding Medicare, your parent’s
plan, or insurance you get from an
employer is not required to get any
further coverage. The plans you
purchase on the exchanges do not
take effect until January 1 at the
earliest.
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The finished Diverging Diamond Interchange at Mid Rivers Mall Drive & I-70. Photo

courtesy of MoDOT

“flush out” traffic most efficiently
as possible. The new interchange
will be MoDOT’s fourth DDI, the
first was completed in 2009 in
Springfield, Missouri and more re-
cently the interchange of Dorsett
Road and I-270 which opened in
2010. According to Evers, the in-
terchange of Dorsett and I-270 has
succeeded by virtually eliminating
the amount of people waiting on
the off ramps as well as the amount
of cars sitting still on the Interstate.

Construction began in March of
2013, but saw some initial delays
due to the late season snowfall and
the record rain we had in the
spring. Heavy construction began
in April and Construction Contrac-
tor Millstone Bangert is currently
on schedule for the new inter-
change to open on Nov. 8. In addi-
tion, Millstone Bangert is currently
partnering with Fred Weber Inc. to
complete the Page Avenue Exten-
sion to I-64 in O’Fallon. Most of
the funding for the I-70 at Mid
Rivers project came from Federal
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality
(CMAQ) funds, about 7 million
dollars. CMAQ grants money for
road project that promote vehicle

movement and decrease polluting
engine idle time. St. Charles
County is contributing $834,000
and the city of St. Peters $208,500,
with both county and city sales tax
taking a part, as well as MoDOT
providing about $4.4 million in
cost share funds. Additionally the
city of St. Peters is tossing in an-
other $217,000 to dress up the in-
terchange, with these slightly
improvements being completed by
December. Thus bringing the total
project cost to over $12.6 million.

So what else can commuters ex-
pect out of the new interchange?
For starters, westbound I-70 is
adding an additional lane from Mid
Rivers Mall Dive to Route 79, al-
lowing drivers merging on from
370 to drive straight through from
Mid Rivers to 79 or they will have
another mile of highway to make a
successful merge onto 70 west-
bound if their destination is O’Fal-
lon or further west. The new
interchange will also allow for
quicker access to Main Street in
Old Town St. Peters as well as
speeding up the process to merge
onto I-70 from Mid Rivers Mall.
Pedestrians will cross the bridge

between the lanes of traffic that
will actually place drivers on the
left side of the road when crossing
the bridge.

I-70 commuters have had to put
up with a lot of construction this
year between the Blanchette
Bridge and this new interchange it
might be enough to make you pull
your own hair out. “[That] was
definitely considered. We talked
about it quite a bit” said Tom
Evers, adding that the money for
the renovations to the Blanchette
Bridge came available within the
timeframe that the CMAQ funding
came available for the new inter-
change at I-70 at Mid Rivers,
which has to be applied for. Ac-

cording to Evers, MoDOT em-
braced the philosophy of getting
both project done within a certain
year, verses getting the Blanchette
Bridge renovated in 2013 and re-
constructing the interchange of I-
70 and Mid Rivers Mall Drive in
2014. MoDOT found a solution
that allowed the taxpayers of St.
Charles County not to flip the
$12.6 million bill on their own. On
top of that the shops at Mid Rivers
Mall will be happy as the construc-
tion will be finished just in time for
holiday shopping season, where no
doubt will the county’s first DDI
will be put to the test. 

I-70 from page 1
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Campus Life

By Christopher Null, Editor

Recently, I had the pleasure of
attending “The Grapes of Wrath,”
my first theatrical performance
from the Center Stage Theatre pro-
duction at St. Charles Community
College. From first glance when
you see that well-decorated set of
an old ghost town, you immedi-
ately get the sense of tragedy lurk-
ing in the room. The next thing to
come popping out from the stage is
a series of legitimate photos from
the Great Depression supported by
a slice of FDR’s famous first inau-
gural address to instill hope with a
bit of fear for the lives of the
everyday American back in the
1930’s. 

The stage then comes to light
with Jim Casey (Dennis Mahlin)
an elderly sweet ex-preacher, sit-
ting around a lonely camp fire,
singing and talking the night away
to himself in a kind tone. Then,
Tom Joad (Mike McPartland), the
story’s protagonist, comes wander-
ing in. Tom, just being released
from prison for murder, is in
search of his family with Casey as
a trusted companion. The Joad
family has fallen on hard times
after they lose their farm and have
aspirations to drive out to Califor-
nia after hearing of fields of work

being available to the masses.
Along the way for supposed
greener pastures, the family expe-
riences losses and conflict with the
law that put everyone’s morals and
faith into question. 

This whole cast is worthy of
great recognition, but a few actors

that standout include Jake Jerome
Reynolds, Hayden Hays, and
Austin Hill. These actors greatly
succeeded in performing multiple
characters from comedic relief to
key roles. Other performers such
as Courtney Hooker playing Ma
Joad portrayed her motherly role

with such pain, you feel her love in
every line she delivers to her last.
And, Bailey Rough as Rose of
Sharon, a young lady trying to
make it in the world with the sup-
port of her family while months
pregnant, plays her role in spectac-
ular splendor. Though some habits
may have been slightly overdone,
like everyone that smokes coughs
after each puff, all the actors deliv-
ered a committed performance. 

Frank Galati’s adaptation of “The
Grapes of Wrath” was directed by
SCC’s own Hal Berry. The timing
of the songs between scenes, the
choice of backlight, and the stage
props are marvelously constructed
to bring a sense of the Great De-
pression onto the stage. A recon-
structed old jalopy is the center
piece of many scenes and is clev-
erly taken apart for multiuse. At no
point during the play do you be-
lieve you could be anywhere else
but in the vast trails westward, the
Hooverville in California, or an old
barn caught in a restless storm. 

If you have yet to attend any-
thing theatrical production from
SCC’s Center Stage Theatre, you
are surely missing out. From all
levels of craftsmanship, this rendi-
tion of “The Grapes of Wrath” is
one to move you. 

‘Grapes’ leaves a sweet taste in your mouth

Pictured Left to Right: Mike McPartland, Courtney Hooker, Charlie Rosser, Sophie
Rosser, Vera Fuller Verhine, Hayden Hays. Photo Courtesy of SCC Marketing.

By Christopher Null, Editor

The mind is a terrible thing to
waste and, as any college student
knows, so is money. Funding for a
proper education doesn’t come so
easily just as receiving one takes
hard work, dedication, and a help-
ing hand. Here at St. Charles Com-
munity College, there are
numerous opportunities to take ad-
vantage of to help you on your
way to a higher education if one
was only to know where to start
and how to tackle it. One such op-
portunity is the hundreds of schol-
arships offered to students just
arriving to the college, current stu-
dents, or students who are planning
to pursue an education elsewhere. 

Scholarships, unlike loans, are a
type of financial support that re-

quires no repayment that is tailored
to help purchase books and fund
towards one’s tuition. The scholar-
ships can range anywhere from a
couple hundred to  thousands of
dollars and all that the applicant
has to do is fill out an application.
That one application is then re-
viewed and remains eligible for all
of scholarships based on the spe-
cific criteria of your application.
Now, applying for scholarships
this year has long been overdue,
but the deadline for the 2014/2015
school year is Dec. 1, 2013 so now
is the ideal time to begin looking
into those scholarship applications. 

Some examples of last years’
scholarships are as follows: 

Ameristar Casino Scholarship
yielding $1,000 up to two students
who meet the criteria a cumulative
GPA of 2.5 or higher, completed
between 6-72 credit hours on cam-
pus

General Motors Scholarship yield-
ing $1,500 for a single student
with a minimum 2.5 GPA and re-
mains a resident of the St. Charles
County

For more questions regarding
how and where to apply for schol-
arships, refer the College Enroll-
ment Services found in room 1204
of the Administration Building.
Don’t waste any more time or
money and apply yourself to some
free money and get that mind to
work!

Attention Scholarly Students Midterm Tips
By Carly Farris, Staff Writer

-Be Organized

Know when due dates are and

make a plan for studying

-Sleep

Sleep deprivation can lead to ill-

ness and poor rentention when

studying.

-Eat and Drink Well

Your body needs to refuel to per-

form at its best.

-Don’t be afraid to ask ques-

tions of your professors

Chances are someone else in the

class has the same question
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Serious education. Serious value.SM

By Scott Theis, Editor

The hiatus for the school news-
paper is over! Welcome to the new
SCCougar. With the help of Fac-
ulty Advisor Lee Ann Nelson, the
SCCougar is going to once again
bring the students the news they
need and want to know. Along with
the newspaper reboot, the newspa-
per staff is launching a partner
website: sccougarnews.com where
you will be able to read all stories
from the paper and more web only
content from the newspaper staff. 

The newspaper and website will

be the places you go for news writ-
ten by students, for students. Chris
Null and Mike Dyer will review
new films every week. Scott Theis
will be giving you his spin on
breaking news in politics. Dustin
Barks will be bringing you the sto-
ries other news outlets refuse to
cover. Hareg Guanche will be our
in house environmental writer.
Carly Farris will be writing about
all the latest in fashion. Tim
Kaiser, David Demarco, and Stefan
Guilliams are covering St. Charles
Community College and profes-
sional sports. On launch day, you’ll

be able to read an interview by
Chris Null with SCC student cos-
tume designer and enthusiast,
Katie Horner.

Not only will we have the new
and improved SCCougar and the
brand new sccougarnews.com, but
we will be reactivating the SC-
Cougar Facebook account and cre-
ating a Twitter feed. Be sure to
look out for the SCCougar page on
Facebook. On Twitter, look for the
handle @SCCougar. This way
you’ll be able to stay connected to
school news anywhere you go.
Make sure to log on and say hello

to Alex Buxcel, the staff Social
Media Editor.

The newspaper staff is excited to
be giving the students of SCC a
newspaper again. We will do our
best to write the stories you want,
while also providing you with the
information you need to know. And
be sure to check out the website,
Facebook page, and Twitter feed.
Thanks for reading what we hope
is the first of many editions of the
brand new SCCougar!

Welcome to the News: The SCCougar is Back!
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By Alex Buxcel, Staff Writer

Imagine a brisk breeze of air, the
smell of hay, the cool chill of fall
wind against your face. This is an
experience of a pumpkin patch.
While most students at SCC con-
sider themselves too old to enjoy
themselves at pumpkin patches,
they are fun, cheap attractions to
take children to. 

Rombachs Farm, for example,
offers a variety of fun distractions
for younger siblings, nieces and
nephews, and sons and daughters.
Rombachs Farm is a free pumpkin
patch located in Chesterfield at
18639 Olive Street Road. This
pumpkin patch offers hayrides,
train rides, and pony rides that
widen children’s eyes with won-
derment, and can make even the
most adult individual revert back
to childhood merriment.

This farm offers a country store
which sells assorted goods. Among
these goods are homemade can-
dies, jams, and jellies, as well as
fresh produce in case you need to
stop at a grocery store as well.
These products are affordable and,
in my own opinion, absolutely de-
licious! They also have “haunted”
areas and objects for those super-
stitious kids.

Rombach’s Farm, of course, has
a pumpkin picking area. These
pumpkins range from small to gi-
gantic. It’s great fun for the
younger folk and good fun for any
who come along.

Now Rombach may nice and all
if you don’t mind the locals show-
ing up to crowd up your day. If you
are looking for quality, family time
fun and you are willing to take a
bit of a drive, Aholt Farms down in
Augusta, Missouri is there and

willing to entertain. Aholt Farms
offers a vast amount of activities to
participate in: such as face paint-
ing, barrel rides, hay rides, a 5-acre
corn maze, a haunted house, pedal
cars and tractors, and a corn can-
non shot! Aholt Farms is very fam-
ily friendly, and offers other
activities though out the day to
keep one entertained even when
you are just sitting down enjoying
the nice fresh country air.

For those who are adventurous
enough to travel even further for a
great day out, there is no better
place to go than Eckert’s Farm out
in Grafton, Illinois (just 25 minutes
from downtown St. Louis). Eck-
ert’s is notorious for its apple or-

chards, tractor rides, country gift
shop, and all sorts of music and en-
tertainment. Now, in this season,
they are growing pumpkins galore!
Take the long drive to find some
good quality pumpkins and have
yourself a great day out with all
sorts of seasonal fun. 

There are a vast number of places
one can get a great pumpkin from,
but why not make a memorable
day out of it too? This season, go
venture out to a pumpkin patch
whether if it is near or far or here
or there, I dare you to pick a pump-
kin to pump a smile this year. 

The Great Pumpkin Pyramid at Rombachs Farm. Photo Courtesy of Rombachs Farm

Picking a Pumpkin Patch for the Populace

By Hareg Guanche, Staff Writer

Autumn in Saint Louis is best for
road trips, festivals and Halloween
fun.

October weather in Saint Louis is
perfect. You don’t want to miss it!
A lot of 
sunshine, warm but comfortable
days and beautiful cool nights
make getting outdoors fantastic.
When the leaves start to change
colors, a road trip or fall festival is
a good way to spend the season. 

Celebrate Halloween at the end
of the month with a visit to a
haunted house or choose from one
of the many activities to do around
the Saint Louis area. Take in the
full moon at the Compton Hill
water tower. It is open to the public
Friday, Oct. 18 from 5:30-10pm.
Fun for the whole family can be
had at the Mercy Children’s Hospi-
tal “Boo at the Zoo” nights
(Oct.18-30) at the St. Louis Zoo in
Forest Park, 

If you are looking for a road trip,
the Mt. Vernon fall festival runs
from Friday Oct. 18 through Oct.

20. You will love it! The location
is Downtown Mt. Vernon, IL. This
festival offers three full days of
events including live musical en-
tertainment, a parade, carnival, car
show, pumpkin contest, a beer tent
(for those over the age of 21) food,
fun and more. 
Other events include the St. Louis
Symphony Landmark Series at
Forest Park (Oct. 21), Gateway
Arch Riverboat Oktoberfest Cruise
at St. Louis Riverfront (Oct.20),
Nightmare on Washington Street
(Oct. 26).

Fall season is the best time to see
the beauty of nature at the St.
Louis Botanical Gardens and ob-
serve different kinds of animals
outside their shelters, enjoying the
comfortable weather at St. Louis
Zoo. Hiking is also a great way to
pass away some quality time to-
gether with family and friends on a
beautiful fall day. If you go to
www.mostateparks.com, you will
see St. Louis offers some great
state parks. Enjoy the beautiful fall
season in St. Louis! 

Top things to do in October 
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By Carley Bine, Staff Writer

When the month of October rolls
around so do all of the fall festivi-
ties, many that can be enjoyed by
young adults willing to have their
courage tested. The fall weather re-
minds people of pumpkins, leaves
falling and, not to be forgotten,
Halloween. Throughout the years,
this seasonal celebration has been
associated with the fun yet creepy
holiday and thanks to Scarefest the
people of St. Louis are getting the
full scaring experience. 

Creepyworld is well known to be
the biggest attraction in the St.
Louis area located in Fenton, Mis-
souri with ten different haunted
houses in one place with prices
ranging from $25 to $30 per per-
son. Creepyworld has been very in-
novative with re-creating and
improving their haunted attractions
with special effects, good acting,
and friendly workers. In the past
year they added four new attrac-
tions: The Dark Zone, a maze of
complete darkness, Carnivorous in
3D with clowns, The Tool Shed,
and The Evil Dread that entail a
group of hippie zombies. With all

of these new options available in
only one place, Creepyworld has
proven worthiness in attendance.

That isn’t the only thing to go
bump in the night in the St. Louis
area. The Lemp Brewery is St.
Louis’s only real haunted house
and is known to be the scariest real

haunted house in America. With its
new attraction called Abyss, the
darkness level has increase and so
has the scaring level. The Lemp
Brewery factory is a St. Louis leg-
end when it comes to being a real
haunted house and compared to the
others this one has an element that

others don’t. This haunted house
ventures completely underground
with only one way out.

There is more scare to be found
around lingering in the dark. The
Darkness is living up to its ever-so-
creepy name as it has been a fa-
vorite St. Louis scare attraction for
many years now.  This year, they
are celebrating their 20 years of
fear with terrible terrors coming
back to life. Each year The Dark-
ness is re-doing new terrors and
horrors in order to keep its high
standard and notorious reputation.
The new special effects and sec-
tions add a whole new element of
scares and tricks up their sleeve to
scare anyone who dares to enter
The Darkness.

With all three haunted houses
being on the top ranked list in
America, St. Louis is the place to
be when looking for a good scare.
Every haunted site has re-created
and made a more exciting experi-
ence each year, bringing their pre-
vious customers running back for
more and running away from
fright. 

Halloween Haunting Attractions

Photo Courtesy of Scarefest

Fall Fashion 101 
By Carly Farris, Staff Writer

Sophomore Audrey Mills pairs her outfit with an
eggplant trench. Mills says she found her coat at
New York and Company. Fashion does not have
to be expensive to be in style it just has be com-
fortable and stylish. If you like it, then it doesn’t
matter what store it came from.              

Mills then uses an olive green silk scarf with a
simple bun to make a classy yet cool look.
Scarves can be used in a variety of different
styles and with the right color you can cause your
features to pop! These silk scarves can be found
at your local Target, Walmart or Charming Char-
lie’s in a variety of styles and colors! The item
you can never go wrong with in fall is a trench
coat! Not too heavy and not too light. This allows
you to be bundled up just enough to not be too
hot and completely stylish! 

Photo Courtesy of Audrey Mills

Photo Courtesy of Audrey Mills



8 SCCougar www.facebook.com/thesccougar 

Sports

By Tim Kaiser, Managing Editor

The St. Louis Blues begin the
2013-2014 NHL season still in
search of their first Stanley Cup in
the 46-year history of the franchise.
Fans hope the offseason moves and
some key tweaks by Coach Ken
Hitchcock can lead to Captain
David Backes hoisting the most fa-
mous trophy in sports over his head
at center ice in the Scottrade Center
this June.

The Blues finished the lockout-
shortened 2012-2013 season in sec-
ond place in the Central Division
and third in the Western Confer-
ence, with a record of 29-17-2 for
60 pts. The Los Angeles Kings
knocked the Blues out of the Stan-
ley Cup Playoffs in the quarterfi-
nals 4-2.

The Blues return all but two of
their double-digit scorers from last
season. The Blues leading goal
scorer (18) and points leader (36),
Chris Stewart signed a two-year
deal this summer to remain with
the team. Backes, who led the team
in assists (22) and was second in
points (28), will wear the “C” for

the third season. St. Louis lost cen-
ter Andy McDonald and left
winger David Perron. McDonald
retired after last season, during
which he scored 7 goals and had 14
assists.  Perron scored 10 goals and
added 10 assists last season, but
was traded to Edmonton for finan-
cial reasons.

In the Perron trade, the Blues re-
ceived 22-year-old left winger,
Magnus Paajarvi. Paajarvi is joined
by two high profile veterans, center
Derek Roy and left winger Bren-
den Morrow. Roy played most of
his career with Buffalo, but fin-
ished last year with Vancouver.
Roy has 169 career goals, and
ended last year with 7 goals and 21
assists. Morrow is a long-time Dal-
las Star, but finished last year with
Pittsburgh. The left winger has 250
career goals, including 6 each last
season for the Stars and Penguins.
The hope is that these additions as
well as the maturation of young
forwards Vladimir Tarasenko and
Jaden Schwartz will improve an of-
fense that finished 14th last season.

The starting goaltender for St.
Louis is Jaroslav Halak. Chris El-

liot will back him up. Halak had an
injury-plagued 2012-2013 season.
He posted a 6-5-1 record, .899 save
percentage, and 2.14 goals against
average. Meanwhile, Elliot went
14-8-1, .907 SV%, and 2.28 GAA.
Young goaltender, Jake Allen, who
picked up some of the slack for a
struggling Elliot and injured Halak,
will start the season with the Blues’
AHL affiliate. Hitchcock expects
his goaltending pair to return to its
stellar form of 2011-2012.

With realignment, the confer-
ences have gone from three divi-
sions in each to two. The Eastern
Conference is made up of the Met-
ropolitan and Atlantic divisions.
The Western Conference has the
Central and Pacific divisions. The
playoffs will take the top three
teams from each division and two
wild card teams from each confer-
ence.

The Blues remain in the Central
Division with rival Chicago, but
their other major rival, Detroit, is
headed to the Eastern Conference,
and they will only play twice a
year. 

Blues’ quest for the Cup begins

By David Demarco, Staff Writer

After defeating the Jaguars at
home, the Rams traveled to Hous-
ton for a match-up of 2-3 teams
fighting to stay in the playoff
chase. Coming off a turnaround
performance in Week 5, the Rams
looked to take advantage of a
struggling Texans team and snag
their third win of the season.

Out of the gate the Rams ap-
peared prepared to win. Despite
being unable to slow down Arian
Foster, the Rams held the Texans
to a pair of Field Goals in the first
half. The Rams were once again
able to capitalize on a running at-
tack on the legs of rookie running
back Zac Stacy and his 79 yards on
18 carries. A consistent running
game helped move the chains al-
lowing Bradford to toss a pair of 2
yard touchdowns to Cory Harkey
and Lance Kendricks. Going into
the half the Rams led the Texans at
a comfortable 17-6 score.

The second half arrived and the
Rams ran away with shutdown de-
fense, forcing turnovers and play-
ing conservatively on offense. The
Rams continued their streak red
zone scores with a strike to Brian
Quick. After Texan’s quarterback
Matt Schaub was pulled due to in-
jury, Tj Yates tossed a pair of inter-
ceptions, one of which was
returned for a touchdown by Alec
Ogletree. Special teams made a big
play forcing a fumble and return-
ing it for a touchdown paving the
way for a 38-13 Rams victory.

For Week 7 the Rams head back
on the road to take on the Carolina
Panthers. To continue on their
short win streak the Rams need to
be able to slow down a respectable
Carolina run game as well as have
one of their own. Stacy needs to
continue being serviceable and the
passing game will be opened up as
it’s been. Maybe Rams fans can
cross their fingers for a Tavon
Austin sighting after this single
catch against Houston.

Rams dominate
struggling Texans

SCC Soccer teams prepare to capture Region XVI titles

By Tim Kaiser, Managing Editor

The SCC men’s soccer team cap-

tured the MCCAC conference title

with a 3-0 record in conference

and 11-3-1 overall. They are led by

leading scorer, freshman Valmiro

Gonzalez with 12 goals. Their Re-

gion 16 playoffs begin Oct. 29

with game times and locations still

to be announced.

The women’s soccer team is cur-

rently 11-5. Their leading scorer is

freshman Christina Conley with 12

goals. They have remaining home

games Oct. 17 and Oct. 22 at 4

PM. Their regional playoffs begin

at MCC-Blue River Nov. 1. 

For up-to-date scores, records,

and game recaps please visit

SCCougarnews.com 
SCC Cougar Stephen Rozycki takes on a MCC-Blue River player during their 4-3 win.

Photo Courtesy of SCC Marketing.
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By Stefan Guilliams, Editor

This time last year, and the previ-
ous 21 years, the Pittsburgh Pirates
were watching the NLDC. How-
ever, the new look Bucs have
found their way to the playoffs for
the first time since Barry Bonds
wore the yellow and black. The
Cards and Pirates battled all year
for the National League Central
title, but in a late August push the
Birds passed Pittsburg.

Game one of the National
League Divisional series went off
without a hitch for the Birds. Wain-
wright went 7 strong letting up 3
hits, one being a home run from
Pedro Alvarez, 9 strikeouts, no
walks, and only 1 run. With pitch-
ing this good Cards fans and the
players themselves can’t help but
get excited. Waino’s shutdown
pitching would have been a waste
if not for his offense pick the Buc’s
AJ Burnett apart like they did. Car-
los Beltran belted a three-run home

run off of Burnett in the third in-
ning sparking the 7 run in the 9-1
slaughter in game one.

But as they say what goes
around comes around. In his post-
season debut, Pirates pitcher Gerrit
Cole practically mirrored Wain-
wright’s game 1 performance. With
6 innings under his belt, 2 hits, 1
earned run, and 1 homerun al-
lowed, Cole made the Cards look
ridiculous. With the only offense
coming in the 5th (HR by Y.
Molina) Cole shut the Birds down
to the tune of 5 strikeouts and only
1 walked batter. The Buc’s offense
came alive with a 2 run shot to
center by Pedro Alvarez, Pitts-
burgh’s regular season homerun
leader (36).  This was followed by
a 2 run 5th and an 8th run shot by
Starling Marte to seal up the 6 run
rout of the Cards.

With the series tied at one game
apiece, the Cards take the series to
PNC Park. Mike Matheny went
with Joe Kelly.  Kelly was domi-

nant in game 3 leaving the game
with only 2 earned runs in the in
the 6th. At that point the Pirates
were up 3 to 2. But in the 8th Carlos
Beltran hammered one out to tie up
the game and saved Kelly from the
“L”. However, the Cards eventu-
ally fell to a dominating perform-
ance by Francisco Liriano, who
went 6 strong and let up two on 3
hits, and the Pirates bullpen lead by
the winning pitcher Mark Melan-
con. The Buc’s pulled ahead late in
the 8th to clinch the 5-3 win to im-
prove to 2 games to 1 over the Red
Birds.

Enter Wacha. With an electrify-
ing one hitter on Sept. 24 against
the Nationals, Michael Wacha
looked to dazzle in his Postseason
debut. Fast forward to the 8th no
one on base and one out, and who
rather than Pedro Alvarez comes to
the plate. As the ball landed in the
hands of the ecstatic Pirate fans in
right field, Wacha exits with his
second blown no hitter in his last

two starts. With the help from Matt
Holliday in the 6th (2 run HR) and
an impressive performance from
both Carlos Martinez and Trevor
Rosenthal, the Cards tie up the se-
ries and take the Bucs back to “The
Lou.” 

Adam Wainwright was ready to
finish what he started in game one.
In the 2nd inning the, playoff hero
of 2011, David Freese walked up
to the plate in a situation all too fa-
miliar. With one on and one out he
hit a bullet over the left field fence.
After a Jon Jay RBI in the 7th and a
Pedro Alvarez RBI for the Bucs,
the Cards go up 3-1. Allen Craig
replacement Matt Adams comes to
the plate and smokes one to right
field making it 5-1. Soon followed
by a Pete Kozma RBI single, the
Cards make it 6-1. Top of the
ninth, two outs and two on, Wain-
wright still in to finish what he
started. He faces Alvarez with two
on and two out. He swings and he
missed. 

The ‘Cardiac Cards’ take the Bucs to Game 5

By Tim Kaiser, Managing Editor

The Missouri Tigers overcame a
season-ending injury to their star
quarterback, James Franklin, to
beat the seventh-ranked Georgia
Bulldogs in Athens 41-26. 

Mizzou moved to 6-0, 2-0 in the
SEC and took sole possession of
first place in the SEC East. The
victory was historic as it was Miz-
zou’s first over a top 10 team on
the road since 1981 and ended
Georgia’s 15-game home winning
streak.

The high of the huge road win
was dulled considerably due to the
separated shoulder of Franklin.
Early in the fourth quarter, a de-
fender landed on Franklin hurting
his shoulder and forcing him to
leave in obvious pain. Bruce Feld-
man of CBS sports reported that
the injury was diagnosed as a
Grade 2 shoulder separation. The
recovery time is expected to be six
weeks,  ending Franklin’s season.
Head Coach Gary Pinkel has dis-
puted the seriousness of the injury
and does not believe his starting

quarterback will miss the rest of
the season.

Before leaving the game,
Franklin led Mizzou to a 28-26
lead off one passing and one rush-
ing touchdown.  He threw for 170
yards by completing 18 of 27 at-
tempts.

Franklin’s replacement, freshman

Maty Maulk gave Tigers hope for
the future, as he was able to come
in under fire in the game’s biggest
moment and complete all three of
his passes, rush for a key first
down, and lead the Tigers on two
touchdown drives to close out the
win.

The most impressive perform-

ance of the day came from senior
wide receiver, L’Damian Washing-
ton. Washington hauled in 7 passes
for 115 yards and 2 touchdowns.
His biggest touchdown of the day
was not even thrown by a quarter-
back. Just minutes after Franklin
exited, Maulk threw a pass to the
sideline that wide receiver Bud
Sasser caught. Sasser then looked
up field and threw a 40-yard pass
to the corner of the end zone.
Washington made a tremendous
leaping grab over the Georgia de-
fender. 

The Mizzou defense played
tremendously, as they were able to
turn over Heisman candidate Aaron
Murray three times. Mizzou de-
fenders picked off Murray twice in
the final five minutes to seal the
victory. 

The now fourteenth-ranked
Tigers will put their unbeaten
record on the line against No. 22
Florida (4-2, 3-1) in Columbia.
Florida is coming off a 17-6.
Maulk will start for the Tigers in
place of Franklin.

Mizzou upsets Georgia to remain undefeated

Photo by Carley Bine

Mizzou defends against Arkansas State during their game Sept. 28.
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Entertainment

By Christopher Null, Editor and

Mike Dyer, Staff Writer

The engines roar, the fans scream
and the pavement is steaming from
the heat of the talent from this
year’s new Ron Howard film,
“Rush”. In first place, the story of
two Formula One race car drivers:
the by-the-book Austrian prodigy,
Nicki Lauda (Daniel Brühl) and
the cocky, hot-headed Englishman,
James Hunt (Chris Hemsworth). To
call them close enemies is a fair
depiction of their relationship as
they clash egos as one professional
driver to another. Hemsworth
leaves his hammer in Asgard as he
perfectly casted and he accurately
depicts the playboy antics of the
character that helped to bring a
broader fan base to the sport in the
1970’s. His natural German accent
aside, when Brühl spins yarns
about loose fan belts and the han-
dling of Ferrari’s latest flagship his
confidence and affirmation of
speech is truly intimidating. The
he-speaks-and-you-listen aspect is
true to character, and help Brühl
embody the role. If Hemsworth is
the film’s machine, Brühl is the
films soul.  Their hatred for each
other can only be matched by the
respect shared between the two
when one driver suffers from a
critical, life-altering racing acci-

dent. In an age were blockbusters
like “The Fast & the Furious” take
home box office gold, it is normal
to understand why some would
think that films that deal with cars
and racing as the subject matter
don’t hold weight in critics circles,
all action no acting or message.

The film takes place in the mid
70’s and it is the key elements in
the film that smoothly transport the
audience back to a time of sex,
drugs, and race car driving. Ar-
guably, the movie looks like it was
shot through an Instagram filter but
it is worth noting that the lighting
is truly a captivating visual that
keeps your eyes on the screen as
cars burn pass each other or when
the characters discover conflict in-
side themselves. The soundtrack to

this film is exceptionally timey and
is wonderfully accompanied by the
reputable Hans Zimmer. 

Now for all the car buffs out
there, this film is simply beautiful.
One of the film’s greatest strengths
is that it clearly represents the dan-
gers of automobile racing; and how
this danger affects both characters,
is portrayed well on screen with
this directly influencing character
development. The films has
enough eye candy to give a car nut
a heart attack, from the vintage
race cars, to recreating the race
tracks, uniforms and correct vin-
tage advertisements. Driving se-
quences are expertly crafted with
metallic sounds and sights of pis-
tons and valves moving up and
down, gears being selected, and

pedals being pushed help add a
level of grit and danger to what is
happening in the film both on and
off the track. As an extra tasteful
measure, a couple renowned names
in racing are subtly placed in the
film. 

In closing, “Rush” is a fantastic
venture into the world of automo-
bile racing and what it means to
not only the fans of the sport, but
the drivers who risk their lives
every time they turn the key and
press the start button. Ron Howard
delivers a truly authentic feel to the
film with its extreme ability of
bringing real drivers to life. Its
message of knowing what is truly
important and that happiness can
win in the end is exactly what a car
film should be, not just epic stunts
and a great soundtrack. Along with
its message of chasing your dream
in the face of death, “Rush” buries
the accelerator to the floor, in
terms of look, feel, content, sound
and cast and while not perhaps
100% accurate, we have no doubt
that the film will eventually live on
in the minds of gearheads along-
side classic racing films. This is
one film that does not try to feel
like a documentary, but brings the
art of Formula One racing from the
track and is a rush easily worth the
price of admission.

A Rushing Review: ‘Rush’ (2013) 

Lauda (Bruehl) and Hunt (Hemsworth) discussing post-race politics. Photo courtesy of
Tune Movie.

NEW FALL TV SHOWS
FOX ABC

NBCCBS
Sleepy Hollow
Mon. 8 PM

Dads
Tues. 7 PM

Brooklyn Nine-Nine
Tues. 7:30 PM

Almost Human
Premieres Nov. 4

Marvel’s Agents of
SHIELD
Tues. 7 PM

The Goldbergs
Tues. 8 PM

Back in the Game
Wed. 7:30 PM

Super Fun Night
Wed. 8:30 PM

The Blacklist
Mon. 9 PM

Welcome to the Family
Thurs. 7:30 PM

Sean Saves the World
Thurs. 8 PM

The Michael J. Fox Show
Thurs. 8:30 PM

Mom
Mon. 8:30 PM

Hostages
Mon. 9 PM

The Crazy Ones
Thurs. 8 PM

The Millers
Thurs. 8:30 PM
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Opinion
Who’s Really to Blame for the Government Shutdown

By Dustin Barks, Staff Writer

In 1998, in the Congo, we ran
across some really precious miner-
als and they were cheap. The only
drawback is that the minerals were
controlled by a murderous terrorist
organization for arms and bomb
money. Despite the bans in Amer-
ica and the United Nations, we
somehow managed to get our dirty
hands into it and fund it. The phe-
nomenon was known as Blood Di-
amonds. We put it all over the
news and showed all the kids cry-
ing. Meanwhile, politicians said
it’d be too expensive to filter
which minerals were conflict and
which were mined using humane
practices.

More than 45,000 civilians and
villagers a month die in the Congo
on average as a result of the raping
and pillaging of the land by terror-
ists for conflict minerals. Since
1998, we have found another even
more conflicting mineral in the
Congo, Tungsten. Tungsten is used
in iPhones and Macbooks to make
your phone vibrate or your CD
drives spin. These are the greatest
supporting factors of the terrorists
that are committing genocide in
the Congo. They take child sol-
diers and build armies; they burn
villages, destroy crops and live-
stock, and force people to resort to
eating the dead. After the villages
are destroyed and the weak are
killed, the young and strong are
forced to mine at gunpoint for the
soldiers until they are unfit to work
and executed. To give a visual, it is
like Vietnam except this time
we’re throwing all our money at
the bad guys. Our purchases are
supporting one of the world’s most
evil forces of our time, and we are
dismissing it because we want to
follow a social fad. There are sys-
tems in place to monitor the Tung-
sten, but we don’t run them
because it would cost tenfold if we
weeded out the cheap terrorist
minerals. So, if we could just cut
back on Apple products, you could
save lives in the Congo.

Conflict Minerals in
the Congo

By Scott Theis, Editor

The past week in Congress hasn’t
been spent trying to genuinely
compromise on the budget and re-
open the government; it’s been
spent trying to make sure each po-
litical party comes away with “a
win”. The unfortunate aspect of
this is that neither parties’ repre-
sentatives are to blame, it’s their
constituents. You’ll never hear an
elected official or major news out-
let blame the voters, but I’m more
than willing to do so.

The voters’ lone responsibility
when stepping into a voting booth
is to choose the representatives
they want in government. And as
sad as it is, this government shut-
down is exactly what some Ameri-
cans voted for. They voted for Tea
Party leaders and pandering fools
like Representative Michele Bach-
mann of Minnesota, Senator Ted
Cruz of Texas, and House Speaker
John Boehner. These ideologues
either ran on the platform of ac-
tively planning to obstruct govern-
ment or, in the case of Speaker
Boehner, didn’t do enough to get
reasonable candidates elected
while placating the people formally
thought of as nutbags.

Let me be clear, this is not an at-
tack on all Republicans. Sen. John
McCain of Arizona (and former
Republican nominee for President
of the United States) is finally back
to being his old “Maverick-y” self.
He’s willing to compromise, pur-
sue what he genuinely believes is
right, and does not pursue an
agenda that wholly ignores his du-
ties to his constituents and the
American people as are other
members of his party. This article
is an indictment of a small yet
vocal wing of the Republican Party
that has hurled the party’s agenda
wildly to the far right. Unfortu-
nately, Sen. McCain is partially re-
sponsible for elevating those same
extremists in the first place.

The Tea Party started to become
a national sensation in the midterm

elections of 2010. That year they
picked up far too many seats in
both the House of Representatives
and the Senate. The main reason
for this was Sen. McCain’s run-
ning-mate in his doomed bid for
the White House in 2008, former
Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin.
Mrs. Palin (I’d refer to her as Gov.
Palin, but she resigned before com-
pleting her first and only term) be-
came a media darling for refusing
to answer questions in her Vice
Presidential debates during the
campaign and “doing things her
own way”. 

I never understood this line of
thinking. I always thought the
point of debates was to answer the
questions and to try and articulate
where you stood on positions like
foreign policy, entitlement pro-
grams, and taxes. Mrs. Palin took
those opportunities to build herself
into a brand that has had signifi-
cant sway on that small yet wing of
the Republican Party. She’s been a
Fox News contributor since resign-
ing for no apparent reason other
than money was more important
than actually finishing the job she
was elected to.

The fact that someone like Sarah
Palin was able to rise so quickly in
power and visibility just highlights
the need for the Electoral College.
The Electoral College was estab-
lished to correct voter error in a
time where news was hard to come
by (it’s like The Framers antici-
pated the creation of Fox News)
and a large amount of the country
didn’t have the ability to read. I
personally don’t think the
Founders of our country went far
enough. There should be some type
of Electoral College for House and
Senate elections so we don’t con-
tinue to end up with horrible
elected officials. It could help Ken-
tucky tremendously since they felt
the need to elect Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell and Sen. Rand Paul; both
of whom were elected for their be-
liefs in throwing a wrench in the

federal government machine.
The biggest thing I don’t under-

stand is the call from the far right
for term limits on Congressmen
and Senators. We have terms lim-
its, they’re called elections! Every
two years a revolution takes place
in America and you need to do
nothing more than cast a vote. It’s
really that simple. Yet, if we only
took a moment to stop watching
Honey Boo Boo reruns or Sean
Hannity, we’d realize that the peo-
ple we voted into office did not
have the credentials to represent
us. The only reason these people
were elected is because they res-
onated with people too willfully ig-
norant to understand how the
government should function.

I think the reasonable voters in
the Republican Party need to stop
allowing themselves to be repre-
sented by the ridiculous Tea Party
faction. It’s time to take your party
back. The people representing you
now are allowing themselves to be-
come anarchists whose only mis-
sion is to dismantle the American
Government while talking about
their strong belief in the Constitu-
tion. This small part of your party
has gotten so out of control they
are now trying to create the 51st in
the crazy part of Colorado.

This Tea Party fad just needs to
fade. We can get back to having an
actual debate in this country rather
than just disagreeing on party iden-
tification. The voters who refuse to
grow up and stop throwing
tantrums in the form of electing
morons are killing our democracy.
Until this trend concludes, I fear
that government shutdown could
be a regular event which harms
hundreds of thousands of govern-
ment workers, the poor and the
veterans those voters purport to
have so much respect for. These
voters are fully to blame for this
government shutdown and the cur-
rent demise of a once great nation.




